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On the Source and Evolution of the Conjunction “NaPa”

—and the Relation Between Lexicalization and Grammaticalization

Abstract: in modern Chinese, “Napa” is a polysemous form, which is used both notionally and
functionally. The different usages are the result of historical evolution. The usage of function
words is evolved from the usage of notional words. The current paper discusses the relevant
evolution issues of “napa”, including the process, the motivation and mechanism, as well as the
nature and so on. Besides deepening the understanding on the certain case of evolution of “napa”,
the author also intends to propose his own views on the rules and characters of
hypothetical conjunction evolution, as well as the relation between lexicalization and
grammacticalization.
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